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, ; OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE DEFENSE 
OF ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A COMMISSION 
APPOINTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL 
PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 4 OF THE ORDER OF THE 
TRIBUNAL DATED 13 MARCH 1946. 
17 JULY 1946 
COMMISSIONER : 
Mr. George R, Taylor 
STAHLHELM SA 
(The Commission convened at 1145 hours.) 
OTTO FREIHERR VON WALDENFELS, a witness, took the stand and testified 
as follows: 
MR. TAYLOR: Will the witness state hits name to the court reporter? 
THE WITNESS: Otto Freiherr Von Waldenfels. 


MR. TAYLOR: The witness will raise his right hand and be sworn, 


I swear by God,the Almighty and Omniscent, that I will speak the pure 


truth and will withhold. and aad we a ; 2? rot Ê s ) 


(77 MR. TA (YLOR: The = Ree Will be seated, Proceed with the examination 
of the witness. 

BY DR. THEODORE KLEFISH (Defense Counsel for the Stahlhelm SA) 
Your age and profession please. 
I was born on the 10th of August 1889. I was an ( Oberarchivrat 
Archives Councellor. 
Your residence? 
Munich Pasin, Elizabethenstrasse Lle 

Qe, Were you a member of the Party or any of its organization? 


A. NO. 
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Qe What was your function in the Stahlhelm? 
A. At first I was Obergruppenfuehrer, later on I was so-called Battalion 


Leader, then I was of the Landes Association Hackland, lastly,until the dissolution 


of the Stahlhelm.I was leader of the Landes Association Bayern Behe 


which included the Landes Association Bavaria-Hockland , Franken,and Bavarian 
Ostmark. 
Q. Who was the Bundes Leader of the Stahlhelm? 
The Stahlhelm had two Bundes leaders, Seldte and Dusterberg. 
How strong was the Stahlhelm at the oe the seizure of power? 
Approximately one and one-half million members, 
What was its structure and give us its individual organization? 
It was organized into the Scharnhorst which included the younger generation 
up to 16 years of age, the Jungstahlhelm from the 16th to the 22nd year,the 
Wehr Stahlhelm or rather Sport Formation from the 22nd to the 34th year, then the 
Hernstahlhelm former front soldiers beginning with the 34th year. 
Q. What was the constitution of the Stahlhelm? 
A. The constitution included the two Bundesfuehrer, the Bundesfuehrer 
council which consisted of the two Bundesfuehrer and a number of 
Landesfuehrer, and the entire membership meeting of the enture Bund. It was 
a democratic constitution. 
Q.What was its purpose and its task? 
A, The inter-political tasks of the Stahlhelm was to make Germany into what 
it was before the world war, a mighty strong state. Furthermore the war comradship 


derived from the war experience, was to extend it within the Stahlhelm and 


outside of it over the whole German people, 
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Q.e What was the attitude of the Stahlhelm toward war? 

A. Most of the Stahlhelm members had been in the war and experienced the 
terrors of war, consequently they rejected any new war. Consequently I gladly 
received a declaration of Hitler made on the 23rd of January 1934 before the 
leader of the Stahlhelm which contained the statement that a generation which has 
participated in war already could not possibly be expected to participate in a 
second one, 

Qe What was the attitude of the Stahlhelm toward the Treaty of Versailles? 

A, The Stahlhelm considered this treaty a mmg wrong which was done to 
Germany and by contact with the front fighters of other nations it intended 
to achieve the cancellation of the Treaty in the form in which it was existing at 
the time. Every Stahlhelm member considered a cancellation of the Versailles 
Treaty by use of force if a possibility. 

Q. Did the Stahlhelm continuously have contacts with foreign front soldier 


AT 
assochations # the time before the out-break of the war? 


A, Yes. The Stahlhelm was until it was dissolved in November 195, 


Q. What associations? 

A, Contacts were established with French, English and Russian front fighter 
associations. 

Q. What was the purpose of these contacts? 

A, What we wanted was this, The comradeship concept which emanated from the 
world war among the soldiers of different nations, particularly where business of 
war was concerned, this comradeship idea was to be propagated among all nations, 


Q. Wasn't the pacification and friendship among nations the purpose of this 


2 


contact? 
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A. That would have been the immediate consequense of the contact between the 
different front fighter assochations in the different countries. 

Qe Did the Stahlhelm have any military activities, for instance did it give 
any military training? 


A. The Stahlhelm never had any military activities, We leaders of the 


Stahlhelm who used to be to the greatest part, former officers,knew how to draw 


the line between military training and the Wehr sport training which was what 
members of the Stahlhelm received. Furthermore, the Stahlhelm Bundesfuehrer 
strongly prohibited several times any military training, I never would have been 
able to accept the responsibility for my comrades being sent to war with Wehr 
sport training. 

Q. What happened to the Stahlhelm immediately after the seizure of power by 
the NSDAP May I ask you a further question? When was the Stahlhelm made 
subordinate to the Supreme SA leadership? 

A.On 27 June 1933 the Stahlhelm was made subordinate to the supreme leadership 
of the SA, After Seldte had taken over the dictatorial leadership which went 
against the constitution Z/f at the end of April 1933. 

Q. Did Seldte dismiss the second Fuehrer Dusterberg on 27 April 1933 and why 
did he dismiss him? 

A. Dusterberg was dismissed by Seldte because he knew, without doubt, that 
Dusterberg would not agree to the delivery of the Stahlhelm into the hands of 
the SA and the Party, 

Qe What was the reaction of the Stahlhelm membership to the association of 
dictatorial power by Seldte and the dismissal of Dusterbberg? 

A. The dismissal of Dusterberg, brought forth a reaction of immense annoyance 


and disgust. 
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Q. How about the assumption of dictatorial powers? 
A, The assumption of the dictatorial powers in no way corresponded #he to 
ectives observed by ‘the 
the dir/ toxxthexwaiisicxbirertivemefrthe Stahlhelm Bund. wtil then, 
You stated that previously that the Stahlhelm was made subordinate to the 
SA leadership on 27 June 1933. 
Yes. 


Where did these directives or this order emanate from? 


The order emanated directly from Hitler. 


What was the contents of this œ der? 


The Stahlhelm was to be put in its totality under the command of the 

SA leader, that is to say, it came dictatorily under the SA. 

Are you acquainted with another second amex later order of the same 
contents? 

A, On 4 July after the so-called Reichenhaller leader conference, Hitler 
issued another order which contained the specific directives signed by Chief of 
Staff Rahn. This demanded the complete insertion of Jungstahlhelm and 
WehrstahlLhelm and the sport formation into the SA. 

Qe When did the technical transfer of the Wehr Stahlhelm take place in your 
Landes District? 

A, The transfer of the Jungstahlhelm and the Sport Formation took place at 
the end of September and during October 1933. 

Q. Jungstahlhelm and Sport Formation were characterized as Wehr Stahlhelm? 

J. COLONEL GRIFFITH JONES: Let us get this correct, The Jungstahlheml and 
the Sports Farmation together are called Wehr Stahlhelm? 


A, Yes in the words they were called thate 
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BY DR. KELFISH: 

Qe And this Wehr Stahlhelm included the members of the Stahlhelm up to 
which age? 

A. Up to the 35th year 

Q. Members of the Stahlhelm and you yourself, in particular, did you 
approve of this transfer of the Wehr Skatk Stahlhelm to the SA? 

A. Neither myself nor my comrades enjoyed this transfer. There were 
violent arguments with the SA Gruppenfuehrer pertaining to the way in which the 
transfer was handled, Neither myself nor my comrades could do anything 
against this œ der 

Qe What were the exterior signs of this transfer? 

A, Wecickimeocki Now the comrades all were in the SA and they couldn't 
get out of the SA in any way at all except by a very difficult procedure. 

Q. The single members of the Wehr Stahlhelm, were they asked? 

A, Not a single member was asked because he was transferred by order. 

Q. Did the Stahlhelm receive a promise that after its transfer it wuld 
retain a certain amount of autonomy and certain ones of its leaders? 

A, The promise was made that the comrades would retain the autonomy of 
their formations and that they would remain under their leaders. But that is 
what my fights with the Gruppenfuehrer were about since he did not want to keep 


these promises P) 


Q. Were they also promised permission to remain as members of the 


Stahlhelm Bund? 
A, That promise was made in person, It was a matter of course. 
Qe Were these promises kept? 


A. By and by these promises were broken again and again. 
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Q. Do you know whether the transfer in other Landes Associations of the 
Worin Wehr Stahlhelm took place in the same way in which it took place 
in your Landes Association Hockland.? 

A. Yes I know it quite definitely regarding the Landes Association 
Fuehrerkonferenz, the Landes Association Bavaria,Ostmark, and Wurttemberg. 

Q. I now come to the transfer of the members of the Kernstahlhelm, Are 
those members of the Stahlhelm over 35? 

A. The members of the Stahlhelm from 35 to 45 years of age were put 
together within the SA as SA Reserve I in November 1933. 

Q. Waset Whose order was responsible for that? 

A, That was by order of Roehm on the basis of the directives in June and 
July 1933. 

Q. And where did the orders of June and July 1933 you just mentioned 
emanate from? 

A, The original orders came from Hitler, 

Q. Was there also an order to form an SA Reserve II? 

A. There was supposed to be formed an SA Reserve II consisting of men 
above 45 but it never got farther than to register them, 

Qe Now SA Reservel was transferred into the SA? 

A. Yes. 

Q. When was it? 

A. By order of Roehm 25 January 1934 


Qe Did you attempt to discuss between Hitler and Roehm which took place 


at the Kaiserhof on the 22nd or 23rd of January 19342 


A. Yes. It wasn't at the conference, however, it was before the dinner 


that Roehm and Hitler had a discussion. 
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Qf. Did Roehm report to Hitler the already concluded transfer of 
Kernstahlhelm? 

A. Yes. Roehm reported to Hitler the transfer of the Kernstahlhelm into 
the SA Reserve I within the SA. 

Qe Did a special order of Hitler confirm this transfer? 

Ae On the 25th of January of the same year this order was put in 
writing and also its manner of execution. 

Q. Did this order evoke the impression that the Kernstahlhelm already 
had been transferred into the SA? 

Ae Yes they concluded the transfer of the Kernstahlhelm into the SA, The 
rest were merely formalities by way of written orders. 

Q. When did this formal insertion which is what I should like to call 
it, of the members of the Kernstahlhelm into the SA take place? 

A. It took several months; from the end of February until the end of 
April. 

Qe What were the exterior signs of this insertion? 

A, In my Landes District Hockland, the arder was executed according to 
the way Roehm had issued it. The members of the SA Reserve I from 35 to 45 


years transferred into the SA, 


Qe My question was made different, What I wanted to know was whether 


the members of the Kernstahlhelm were called up for a roll call and that then 
these people were told: "Now you are transferred", 

A, Within my Landes Association there were different ways in which it 
was handled, Certain formations had a kind of an impressive transfer, others 
merely had a roll call and the order was read, but everybody knew from now 


on, I am in the SA. 
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Qe Was anyone of the members of the Kernstahlhelm asked before whether he 
approved of the transfer? 

Ae True. I hage discussed it with the comrades but nobody could do 
anything against this order. 

Q. Did the comrades approve of this transfer? Did they like this transfer? 

A, No one executed this order gladly, The comrades would have preferred 
to remain in the Stahlhelm, 

Q. What was the mental attitude of the members of both the Wehr and the 
Kernstahlhelm toward the NSDAP after they were transferred? 

A, Thèse transferred comrades, of course, remained set in their secret 
opposition against the NSDAP and its claim to totality. 

Qe Can you testify to that on the basis of your own observations or 
on the basis of discussions of certain other members? 

A. I can testify to that on the basis of my own observations and also 
on the observations with a discussion of my comrades and into this war I have 
rebained my connection with the comrades so that I am very well aware of their 
attitude and morale, 


Q, Can you say anything about the Roehm Putsch. What was the attitude 


of the Stahlhelm group toward the Roehm Putsch? 


A, On the afternoon before the actual Roehm Putsch took place on July 
I heard from ; i 
of 1933 or 1934,/ a Stahlhelm comrade who had become a Reichswehr officer, 
Sheerd—Rem, that the SA had assembled at the Oberweisenfeld and that the 
Reichwehr had been put in a state of alarm from the archives, I immediately 
drove to the Landesleitung and I ordered state of alarm for the Stahlhelm 


Association. 


Q. For what purpose? 
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A. I immediately went to the commander of the Wehrkreis and I reported to 
him that I had put the Stahlhelm into a state of alarm and that I would 
put it at his disposal if necessary. 
Q.e A disposal against whom? 


A, Against the SA of course, He expressed his appreciation saying 


that if necessary he would use it. It wasn't necessary because the 


Roehm Putsch kam itself took care of it. 

Q. Can you confirm the fact that the Stahlhelm people who were transferred 
were on your side for that purpose at that time? 

A. I have spoken to my comrades of the Wehr Stahlhelm or of the 
Ses Reserve I and they all said they would be fighting with me against the 
SA within the old Stahlhelm organization. 

Qe Were members of both the KernstahlLhelm and the Wehr Stahlhelm 
assuted that they would be permitted to retain a certain independence within 
the SA, that they would retain their uniforms and their old leaders? 

A. The Stahlhelm comrades in the SA Reserve I were supposed to retain 
a certain autonomy up to the brigade formation, also up to the brigade 
formation they were to retain their old Fuehrer, That was the reason why the 
meaners of the Stahlhelm permitted themselves to be transferred. They said 
Rll will still remain the old Stahlhelm gang and we will even within the SAY 

Q. Didn't these assurances again show themselves to be defrauded very 
soon? 

A, The same game the SA played with the Wehr Stahlhelm, #fi it played 


also with the SA Reserve I Kernstahlheln, 





Com B 
Shumway 
H1029 


Take 2 Page 11 
17 July 1130-1300 
Waldenfels 


-001 


Q. Do you know anything at all about whether members of the Wehr Stahlhelm 
or Kernstahlhelm had participated in crimes against the peace, against 
humanity, especially Jewish persecution and war crimes? 

A, I have never been aware of anything like that and after the training 
of the members of the Stahbhelm as a gentleman, something like that could not 
possibly have happened. 

Q. Have you been aware of any members of the Stahlhelm having participated 
in the Jewish Sean in November 1938? 

A, I have never heard of it but I am firmly convinced that no member of 
the Stahlhelm had participated in such a thing. 

Q. Weren't Jews also members of the Stahlheihm either permanently or 
intermittently? 

A. If Jews had participated in the world war they could become members in 
the Stahlhelm without any further ado. The constitution wasn't against it. 

In my Ortsgruppe I had two or three comArades whose father and mother are Jewish, 

Qe Wasn't the second German Duestenberg also half or quarter Jew? 

A, The press wrote about that but we couldn't find out. 

Q. The members of the Stahlhelm after they were transferred, did they 
consider themselves as Stahlhelm men or did they consider themselves a 
foreign aid with the SA? 

A, The Stahlhelm members never felt themselves to be members of the SA, We 
the leaders ,who did not transfer ,did not want to feel themselves as SA men, 

We wanted them to remain Stahlhelm men, 

Q. What was the attitude to and how did the SA men themselves treat the 

members of the Stahlhelm within the SA? 


A. Mentally pehe SA men rejected the members of the Stahlhelm And as their 


leaderf himself told me that he would prefer a communist to any Stahlhelm | | 
} 


member e 
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Q. Are you aware that the National Socialist press almosé unanimously 
characterized the Stahlhelm, wlso those members within the SA, as a gathering 
place for enemies of the National Socialist system? 

Ae In all the years fron 33 f%,, and 1935, the National Socialist press 
did that and in 1935 Ld rat E o reason for its dissolution. 

Q. Do you know of numerous confiscations and arrests in Germany of 
Stahlhelm members and Stahlhelm formations in the year 1933, 1934 and 1935? 


many 


A. I am well aware of that ^ My Landes Association ,as well as in m% other 


Landes Associations „all these things took place. 

Q. What was the reason for this arrest? 

A. There were many reasons for these arrests, for instance, if an SA 
man attempted to get out of the SA he was simply arrested. I know of one 
member of the Stahlhelm in Nuremberg who yantedxboxput again intended to re-orgam 

of the Stahlhelm here, 
an Ortsgruppe againxheme/and who was excluded from the SA and imprisoned for 
four weeks. 

Oe Did you have any similar experiences due to not having gone into 
the SA? 

A, When I heard in February 1935 that I was appointed SA Reserve Brigade 
Leader, I immediately applied for my resignation. I found that I was under 
police observati on and my telephone was checked, and my mail was amx read, 
and my family became excited and all my accuaintances because they knew the 


police were watching. 


Q. Was it possible for Stahlhelm members who were transferred into the 


SA to resign g oF was it definite gand what danger would such a step imply? 


A, If a member of the Stahlhelm was in the SA it was almost impossible 


for him ko get out of it. Only if he suffered from some severe physical 
put in an L ; 
disability could he é cém application for his resignation, otherwise these 
7 A 
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applications were not dealt with at all; no attention was paid to them; they 


were simply thrown in the waste paper basket. 
We” 
MR. TAYLOR: will recess until 2 o'clock. 


(The commission adjourned at 1300 hours). 
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DIRECT EXAMINATION-Resumed 
Otto Freiherr von Waldenfels = continued 


(The Commission reconvened at 1408 Hours) 
COMMISSIONER: 
Igor Rasumov 
+ + * * k k k k k k & 
MR. RASUMOV: Will you please stat your name? 
THE WITNESS: Otto Freiherr von Waldenfels 
MR. RASUMOV: Sit down, please, Will you continue your exami- 
nation, Dr. Klefisch? 
DIRECT EXAMINATION RESUMED 
BY DR, KLEFISCH: 
Q You previously stated that applications for resignations could be 
put in only for very important reasons? 
A. Yes, 
Q. What happened to applications for resignations without such important 
reasons? 
A, The applications were thrown in the wastepaper basket, 
Q. Assuming someone insisted upon his intention to resign, what happened? 
A. By far Fe largest part of cases, the person concerned did not receive 
an honorable discharge, but was maming excluded from the SA, 
Q And what was the consequences of such exclusion? 
A, If an SA man, in particular am Stahlhelm member, was excluded from the 
SA, his personnel record, if he was a civil service employee, showed immediately 
in all his components that he had been excluded from the SA, He was put under 
police observation, and such a person couldn't get any sort of important position, 


Q Could you say anything about the SA Reserve #1, in later years, having 


been dissolved, and Stahlhelm members being transferred into the active SA? | g 
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A, SK This was a matter of accident, because if his SA Reserve happened to 
diminish by an accidental factor to such an extent, than it was possible that with- 
out any further ado, he could have been put into an active SA-Sturm, 

Q Did these Reserve formations continue to exist in some or several districts 
until the end of the War? 

A, As far as I have heard some of these Reserve formations existed until 
the end of the Warf. Some of them were dissolved after the Roehm Putsch, 

Q. What were the SA ranks of the Stahlhelm members, who were transferred 
into the SA? 

A. On the basis of the agreement, they were supposed to have the same ranks 
in the SA, which they had in the Stahlhelm; however, in fact generally they received 
much lower ranks, 

Q Assuming that certain Stahlhelm members received higher ranks in the SA; 
for instance, Standartenfuehrer or Brigadefuehrer, Did they also fulfill the 
corresponding service functions? 

A, No, generally the men who were supposed to lead the brigade, as it was 
provided for originally in my PEA A was supposed to become Obersturmbannfuehrer, 
No, in general the situation was thus - tnat the Stahlhelm members simply were 
given the rank and no brigade or no standard was actually gétven to them to lead 
and they thought we would be satisfied with that, 

MR. RASUMOV: What rank did the witness have? 

THE WITNESS: I was to become Obersturmbannfuehrer, but I was to 
lead a brigade, I rejected that, 

MR. RASUMOV: What did he reject? 

THE WITNESS: To be transferred into the SA and the rank, 


Q It may be correct to say that as a rule only the old SA men had the functions 


of the higher ranks reserved for themselves? Pat 
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A. With very few exceptions, the higher renks were given to the SA-Fuenrer, 
who came from the SA itself, I myself know only of tne case of Juettner, Siebel, 
and Count Pueckler, Those, according to my knowledge, were the only Stahlhelm 
members who had higher ranks and simultaneously fulfilled higher functions, 


Q last question, One witness is alleged to have said that generally the 


Stahlhelm members joined the SA gladly and voluntarily. What do you say to 


that? 

A, If anyone makes a statement like that, it is falsification - simply 
falsification, Never did the Stahlhelm members gladly accept the transfer into 
the SA, because they were members of the Stahlhelm and wished to remain such, 

I know a young comrade - young man of 22 =- in Munich who shot himself, because 
he was desparate, because he was not able to get out of the SA, 

MR. RASUMOV: Why didn't they want to be transferred into the Sd-~ 
the Stahlhelm? 

THE WITNESS: Because training of the Stahlhelm was entirely 
different from that of the SA, This Stahlhelm, in particular, did not want to 
know anything about the totality of tne SA, 

Q There is no doubt that some of them might have gone into the SA gladly - 
you won't argue that? 

A. Quite the contrary. I knew very well that some of the others by reason 
of certain idealisms of the Party and SA gladly goined the SA, Others, however, 
there were only a few, expected to better the situation and expected to derive 
certain advantages from it. I have as former Landes leader of the Stahlhelm 
not the slightest interest in representing these gentlemen, However, my old 
comrades in the Stahlhelm that was a different matter, 

Q But you say that by far the greatest part of the Stahlhelm went into the 
SA under pressure and by compulsion and under deceit? 


A. Yea, 
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Q. Is that true also of the Wehrstahlhelm? 

A. It is true of the Wenrstahlhelm, as well as of the older members, 

4 DR. KLEFISCH: No further questions, 

MR. RASUMOV: Col. Griffith Jones? 
CROSS EXAMINATION 
BY LT. COL. GRIFFITH JONES: 

Q I just want you to help me so I can be perfectly clear about the structure 
of the Stahlhelm, We have the Kernstahlhelm, whichI understand consisted of war 
soldiers over 34 years old - last War soldiers over 34 years old? 

A. Yes, 

Q. What was the strength of that Kuxyuxkk Kernstahlhelm when it was taken 
over by the SA? 

A. Approximately 450,000, 

Q Now that Kernstahlhelm was not part of the Wehrstahlhelm at all? 

A. No, May I perhaps be permitted to repeat the structure, Jungstahlhelm 


plus sport formation equals Wehretahlhelm up to 35th year, 


Q What ment happened to Jungstahlhelm and sport formations after they 


had reached the age of 35? 
Pm According to the directive they could go back again into the Kernstahlhelm, 
but/they were in the SA never permitted to get out of there, 
Q. Now, in addition, therefore to the Kernstahlhelm and Wehrstahlhelm 
there was the Scharnhorst? 
A. Scharnhorst were the young people who later on were to become Stahlhelm people, 
Q Now in 1933, can you tell me the number in the Scharnhorst, the Jungstehlhelm, 
and the sports formation? 


A, Of course, I can't give to you exacatly for the Scharhorst, but I should 


think about a half million =- that's my estimate, There is another half million 
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for the Wehrstahlhelm members who were transferred into the SA, 

Q That being the members of the Jungstahlhelm and sports formation? 

A, Yes, together, 

Q. Were the members of the sports formation quite separate from the members 
of the Jungstahlhelm or did they overlap? 

A, There was a matter of separation by age. The Jungstahlhelm people were 
up to 22, and they were apprentices in becoming Stahlhelm; whereas, the sports 
formation people were Stahlhelm men, 

Q Now, I want you to tell me about the SA as opposed to the Stahlhelm, 
Were the members of the Stahlnelm xxgpasat Opposed to the transfer to the SA 
partly because they disapproved of the SA as an organization? 

A, The entire SA organization was found very unsympathetic by the Stanlhelm 
people. We wanted to be Stahlhelm people and not SA men, 

Q. Yes, I appreciate tnat you wanted to remain Stahlhelm, but in addition 
to that ya had you any otner objections to the SA, either on account of its 
policy or its behavior or for any other reason? 

A. That was a part of it. Even before the SA played an important roll, 
they were against the SA, which always wanted to be pa a political organization 
and did not put so much weight on sports and things like that, 

Q Were there any particular actions or policies of the SA to which you 
took objection? 

A, At that time, no doubt, not yet, 

Q. When did you take objection to the SA on account of their policies or 
their actions? 

A, The Stahlhelm as such not at all any more, I personally, of course, re- 


jected tne Jewish prmakkemuyxetey problem situation, 


Q What part did the SA take in the Jewish problem? What was the part they 


Played to which you objected personally? 
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A, That the SA did not want to have anything to do witn the Jews and wanted 
the Jews to be considered second class. 

Q But you said you objécted to the policy or actions of the SA in respect 
to the Jews? 

A, No doubt the comrades too, who were transferred into the SA, did not 
approve of such things, 

MR. RASUMOV: The prosecution and I would like to know and 
for you to teil us what were the specific features of the SA, because of which 
tne Stahlnelm was opposed to this. You don't answer directly to the question put 
by the prosecution, 

A, In the years 1933 or before, 

Q@ Up until 1934? 

MR., RASUMOV: What were the basic features - the most specific 
features? 

A. Tne pure totality which SA party claimed for tnemscives tnat only they 
had the right to call themselves Germans and representing Germany, 

Q They were, were they not, and still dealing up to 1934, they behaved 
generally with considerable violence to anybody who was opposed to them during 
the years leading up to 1934? 

A. Yes, no doubt, 

Q. Was that consistently done and done throughout every district in Gere 
many, throughout those years, fiolence ageinst anybody who opposed them? 

A, As far as I've heard, yes, The system was first sweets and then the 
whip. 


MR. RASUMOV: That was a general policy of the SA? 


THE WITNESS: Yes, 


@ And a general practice of its members? 


A. Yes, that is the waythe Stahlhelm members felt, 
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MR. BASUMOV: Do you know, witness, many people who got the sweets 
and the wtp whip? 

THE WITNESS: Our Stahlhelm comrades are the example for that, 
First they got a lot of promises and then the promises were not kept. 

MR. RASUMOV: And what about the whip? 

THE WITNESS: When they wanted to get out, they were either 
excluded entirely or not prm permitted to leave, 

Q. I want to ask you about after 1934 - after the Roehm Putsch, Did their 
practice and policy of violence continue? 

å. Against the Stahlhelm - no doubt, 

Q Yes, I was dealing against not only the Stahlhelm, but against any 
opposition to their views within Germany? 

A. The only important enemy, which after tne Roehm Putsch, was still there 
in Germany, was just the Stahlhelm, 

Q There were aleo the Jews. Did the SA take an active part in the per- 
secution of the Jews after 1934? 

A, As far as I've been told stories - yes, I myself saw the looting of 
shops in Munich, but whether that was done by order or whether it originated 
with individuals, I cannot say, 

Q. Can you give me any other examples of violence or looting or any other 
form of persecution, which you know of, committed by the SA against the Jews 
after x9 19347 


A, I cannot at this time recall any case, 


Q. Would it be right to say thet generally speaking throughout those years, 


after 1934, the SA continued a systematic persecution of Jewish people in Germany? 
A. I donot wish to say withour reservation of the SA, It was a Party as such, 
Q And the SA was, as the last witness describes it, an executive brench of 


the Party. You'll agree with mit that? 
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A. That is correct, but after the Roehm Putech the outstending significance 


whichit had before, had been lost completely. The people were afraid of the 


SS, but no longer of the SA, 

Q But in their less important roll, did they continue the policy and 
practice that they had been carrying out before the persecution of the Jews? 

A, There im no doubt. 

Q One other former opposition which the Party had were the churches, 
Do you know of any incidents of the SA persecuting in any form the churches 
or members of the churches, or the clergy? 

A, Myself I can't recall or observe anything like that while I was present, 
However, I heard of it - how true it is, I don't know. 

Q Now, one further matter I want to ask you about, You yourself were 
the senior archive councillor in Munich. Is that correct? 

A, Yes, at thet time I was archive councillor, 

Q. And hd you remained as such up until the end of the War? 

A, In the year 1937, the Bavarian War Archives were taken over as the 
Army Archives in Munich, 

Q» Were the positions that you were holding throughout those years up to 
the end of the year the positiongof a civil servant? 

A, I'm still working as a civil servant, 

k MR. RASUMOV: What is your position now? 

THE WITNESS: Senior archive councillor, 

Q. And throughout the whole of that time, you never became a member of the 
Party, and you never became a member of any Party organization? 

A. No, 

Q. Do you know of other civil servants who have retained their positions as 


civil servants without becoming members of the Party or any of its organizations? 
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A, Here and there I know civil servants who worked, and who did not become 


Party members, Ih my archive it was too well known th: t I did not want to 
enter the Party, and my other comrades did not become Party members either. 
COL, JONES: Thank you, 
MR. RASUMOV: No further questions? 
COL. JONES: Mmxtrz No, sir, 
MR. RASUMOV: Col. Orlow? 
COL. ORLOW: No questionsef, 
DR. KLEFISCH: Some very few questions, 
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY DR. KLEFISCEH: 
Q. How many members did the Stahlhelm have at the beginning of 1934? May 
I put the question a little different. How many members did the Stahlhelm have 
at the time of the atm seizure of power? 
A, Approximately a million and a half by estimate, 
Q» You now said that a half million were taken over by the Hitler Youth 
who were in the Scharnhorst? 
A, Idid not include Scharnhorst in the million and a half, 
Q. One and half million without Scharnhorst? 
A, Yes, 
Q Out of this million and a half, how many came into the SA by way of the 
. Wehratehlhelm? 
A, My estamate - 400,000 to 500,000, 
Q. So there was one millien left, ime Out of that one million, how many 
went to the SA Reserve #1 from the erz Kernstahlheln? 
A. On the basis of a report, dated February 1934, 442,000, 
Q After February 1934, weren't there a great many of Stahlhelm people 


put additionally into the SA Reserve #1? 
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A, I do not believe that this figure has been enlarged. Quite the contrary 
I should like that not even the whole 442,000 men were transferred. 

Q So that means probably that the 442,000 Stahlhelm members were registered? 

A. Roehm asked for the report xm of those Stahlhelm members who were trans- 
ferred into the SA, 

Q. So there were still approximately a half million members of the Stahlhelm 
who were not transferred? Were thoee the Stahlhelm members above 45? 

A, That is right. There were a half million left over 45, or physically 
disabled or War wounded, 

Q. And these older Stahlhelm members - they were not transferred by order 
into the SA? 

A. Nos 

Q. Onglest question. You stated that in your opinion the SA continued 
to participate in the persecution of the Jews and churches, Did you want to say 
that the SA, as an organization or the supreme leadership or the membership, or 
only individual members participated in that? 

A. To begin with I want to say that this is only my private opinion, It 
is my opinion that individual SA men have committed accesses, but the great mass 
consisted of farmers and kind decent people, 


BY LT, COL. GRIFFITH JONES; 


## I wonder if I could ask one or two questions on these figures, only so 


that we do get it quite straight, because it wasn't altogether the same when Dr. 
sł Klefisch asked him? 
DR. KLEFISCH: Yes, 
MR. RASUMOV: Yes, 
Q. Witness, you told us that the Scharnhorst consisted of a half million, 


A. Estimate, 
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Q And they went into the Hitler Youth? 
A. They were transferred into the Hitler Youth, 
DR. KLEFISCH: When? 
THE WITNESS: In connection with the mt order the end of June or 
July 1933. 

Q But they have never had anything to do with the SA? 

A, No, they never h.d - only the Hitler Youth, 

Q So that we can ignore it? 

A, They got out altogether. 

Q, You told us first of all that the Wehrstahlhelm had a half million, 
and that the Kernstahlhelm had a half million. 

A. The SA Reserve #1 had a half million, 

Q I'm not talking about the SA Reserve, You did in answer to me a little 
time age say that the Wehrstahlhelm were a half million strong, and the Kernstahl- 
helm, well in fact you gave 450,00 strong. 

A. SA Reserve #1 was 442,000. 

Q That's what I wanted to clear up. So that the position is really thie, 
That out of the Stahlhelm of all kinds you had 442,000 to go into the SA Reserve 
#1 from the Kermstahlhelm? 

A, Estimate, 

Q And 500,000 from the Wehretahlhelm into the SA proper? 

A, Yes, 

LT, COL, JONES: Thank you, sir, 
MR. RASUMOV: I want to emphasize one more point, You did not 


answer in a proper way to the prosecution the following question. You told us 


that everybody knew that your being a civil servant, were not a Party member, 


THE WITNESS: In my archive, 
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MR, RASUMOV: The question is - do you know many persons who 
have been civil servants and at the same time were not Party members? 

THE WITNESS: Not many. 

MR. RASUMOV: Now could you tell me what were the consequences 
if a civil servant did not like to be transferred from the Stahlhelm to the SA? 

THE WITNESS: Under certain cércumstances, he could lose his 
position as a civil servant, 

MR. RASUMOV: Under what circumstances? 

THE WITNESS: It depended upon his superiors, My superior was a 
former officer, and he was not a Party member, and naturelly no pressure was 
exerted upon me, 

MR, RASUMOV: Was he a member of the Stahlhelm? 

THE WITNESS: No, 

MR, RASUMOV: Any further questions? 


BY DR. KLEPFISCH: 


Éf May I have only one question. Col, Griffith Jones rightly stressed the 


figures, We have heard that from the Wehrstahlhelm that#O@@¢@## 500,000 were 
transferred into the active SA and from the Kernsteahlhelm 442,000 were transferred 
into the SA Reserve #1, So there was about ẹ half million left which were not 
transferred into the SA, Mainly this half million consisted of the older Stahl- 
helm people above 45, and there was an order issued for these older Stahlhelm 
people to be transferred to the SA, so that ukixtmm on the basis of order those 
who were transferred into the SA were actually transferred then, 

MR, RASUMOV: Col. Orlow, have you any questions? 

COL. ORLOW: No further questions. 

MR. RASUMOV: No further questions, The witness may be excused, 
There being no further witnesses the Commission will adjourn. 


Adjourned: 1510 hours, 
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STAHLHELM S 


(The Commission convened at 1145 hou 


FLS, a witness, took the stand and testified as 
OLLOWS 3 
Witness stato his name to the court reporter? 
Otto Freiherr von Waidenfels. 
The witness willmiee his right hand and be sworn. 
I swear by God, the Almighty and Omniscent, that I will speak the jure truth 
withold and add nothing 


witness repeated the 


The witness will be seated. trocced with the examination of the 


(Defense Counsel for the Stahlhelm SA) 


ze and profession please. 


+ 


1 


born on the lOthe August 1889. I was an (Oberarchivrat) Senior 
Archives Counccllor. 
our residence? 
uuunich Pasin. Elizabethenstrasse l. 
ere you a member of the Farty or any of its organization? 
ilo. 
What your function in the Stahlheim? 


ät first I wos OUbergruppenfuchrer, later on I was so-called Battalion 


Leader, then I was of the Landes Association Hackland, lastly, until the disso- 


lution of the Stahlhelm, I was leader o° the Landes Association Bayern which 


included the Landes Association Bavaria-Hoc skland, “ranken, and Bavarian Ostmark. 
“ho was the -undes Leader of the Stahlhelm? 


A&A the Stahlhelm had two Bundes leaders, Seldte and Dustcrberg 


se 


low strong was the Stahlhelm at the time of the seizure of power 
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A Approximately one and one-half million members. 


Q hat was its structure and give us its individual organization? 


A Lt was organized into the Scharnhorst which included the younger gener- 


ation up to 16 years of age, the Jungstahlhelm from the 16th to the 22nd year, 

the “chr Stahlhelm or rather Sport Yormation from the 22nd to the 3th year, 

then the Nernstahlhelm former front soldiers beginning with the 3lth year. 
constitution of the Stahlhelm? 

å The constitution included the two Bundesfuehrer, the Bundesfuehrer 
council which consisted of the sso “uiwesfuchrer and a number of 4andesfuchrer, 
and the entire membership mecting of the enture Bund. It was a democratic 
constitution. 

2 "hat was its purpose and its task? 

the inter-political tasks of the Stahlhelm was to make Germany into what 

the world war, a mighty strong state. "urthermore the war comrad- 
m the war experience, was to extend it within the Stahlhelm 
whole Cerman people. 
the attitude of the Stahlhelm toward war? 

“ost of the Stahlhelm members had been in the war and experienced the 
terrors of war, consequesntly they rejected any new war, Consequently I glad ly 
received a declaration of Hitler made on the 23rd of January 1934 before the 

sader of the Stehlhelm which contained the statement that a generation whith 
as participated in wer already could not possibly be expected to participate 
second one. 
hat was the attitude of the Stahlhelm toward the Treaty of Versailles? 
the Stahlhelm considered this treaty a wrong which was done to Germany 
and by contact with the front fighters of other nations it intended to achieve 
the canccllation of the Treaty in the form in which it wes existing at the time. 
“very ©tahlheln member considered a cancellation of the Versailles Treaty by 
use of force if a possibility. 

Did the Stahlhelm continuously have contacts with foreign front soldiers 

associations at the time before the outebreak of the war? 
the -Stahlhelm was until it was dissolved in fovember 1 


associations? 
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Yontacts wre establishc” :7* vench, snglish and tussian front fighter 


the comradeship concept which emanated from 


war among the soldiers of different nations, particularly where 


Aad 
J 


war wos concerned, this comradeship idea was to be propagated amorg 


pacification and friendship among the nations tho purpos 


wv 


of this contact? 


MN 
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between the different fron fighter associntions in the different con- 


l the Stahlhelm heave any military activitics, fir instance 
any military treining? 

The Stahlhelu never had any military activities. We leaders 
of the Stahlhelm who used to be to the greetest part, former officers, 
knew hot to draw the line between military training and the Wehr sport 
training which wes whet meib ers of the Stahlhelm receivec. Further- 
more, the Stahlhelm Bundesfuhrer strongly prohibited several tines 
any military training. I never wuld bove been able to accept the 
responsibility for my comrades being sent to war with Wehr sport train- 
inge 

What happened to the Stahlhelm imnetiatcly after the seizure of 
power by the NSDAP? May I ask you a further question: When was the 
Stcshlhelm mace suborcincte to the Supreme S. leadership? 

On 27 June 1933, the Stahlhelm was mace stb orcinate to the 


Supreme leacership of the Sa, after Seldte had taken wer the dietatorizl 


leadership which went against the œn stitution, at the enc of April 1933. 


Dic Selcte dismiss the second Fuhrer Duosterberg on 27 April 1933, 
and why cid he dismiss him? 

Duestcrberg was dismissed by Seldte becasue her knew, without 
doubt, that Duesterberg would not agree to the delivery of the Stahlhelm 
into the hands of the SA and the Party. 

W. What was the reaction of the Stahlhelm manbership to the associ- 
ation of dictatorial power by Selidte and the dismissal of Duestcrberz? 

The dismissal of Duvsterberg brought forth a reaction of immense 
annoyance and disgust, 

How bout the assumption of citatoricl powers? 

The assuuption of the dictatorial powers in no way corresponded 
the circutives oberserved by the Stahlhelm Bund until then, 

You stated that previcusly that the StehLhclm was made subordinate 
supreme SA leadership on 27 June 1933, 


Yes, 
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Q. Where did these Circetives, or this order emanate fran? 

The order emanated directly from Hitler, 

What was the contents of this orcer? 

fhe Stahlhel, was to be put in its totality undir the command of 
the supreme SA leader, that is to say, it canc Cictatorily uncer the Si. 
N. Are you acquainted with another second lator crder of the sane 
contents? 

a. On 4 July after the some: oe wcichenhallor leadcr conference, 
Hitler issuec am ther orcer which containca the specific directives si;nod 
by Ghief of Staff Rahn. This demanded the complcte insertion of Jungstahl- 
helm and Wehrstahlheln anc the spert formrtion into the Si. 

When did the techniital transfer of the chr Stahlhelm take place 
in your Lances Vistrict? 

ii. The transfer of the Jungstahlhel, and the Sport Formation took place 


at the cend of September and during October 1933. 


Jungstahlheln anc Sport Formation were charatterizud as Wehr Stahl- 
oO A 


ONEL GRIFFITH JONES: , us gct this correct. The Jungstahlhelm 
and the Sports Formation tegether were called Wehr Stahlhelm? 
Yes, in the words they were callec that. 


KLF ISCH; 


anc this Wehr Stahlhelm inecIr-... tho members of the Stahlhelm up 


to which ae? 

Up to the 35th year, 

Members of the Stahlhelm and you yourscl’, in partimlar, did yu 

of this transfer of the Wehr Stahlhelm to the SA? 

Neither myself nor my comraces enjoyed this transfer. There were 
violent ergumcnts with the SA Gruppenfuhrer pertaining to the way in which 
the transfer was hencled, Neither myself nor my comrades could co anything 
agninst this order, 

Q. What were the exterior signs of this transfer? 
i. Now the comrades all were in the SA and they cmldnitt get mt of 


the Så in any way at all except by a very difficult procedure. 
2693 
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sin le members of the Wehr Stahlhelm, were they asked? 
a single member wissasked, because he was transferred by order e 
Did the Stahlhelm receive a promise that after its transfer it 
wuld retain a certain amount of autonomy and certain ones of its leaders? 
a. The promise wns made that the couracdes would retain the autonomy of 
their formations and that they could remain under their leaders, But that 
is whet my fights with the Gruppenfuhrer were about since he did mt want 
to keep these promises, 
Q. Were they also promised permission to remain as members of the 
ahlhelm Bund? 
a. That promise was mad@ in persa, It was a matter of course, 
ilere these promises kept: 
were broken again and again. 
the ehr Stahlhel, took place in the same way in which it took place in 
your Lances association Hocklanc? 
Yes I know it quite definitely regercing the Landes a:sociction 


~- 


Fuhrerfonferenz, the Landes Associntion Bavaria, Ostmark, and Wurttenberg. 
3 > 3 6 


Q. I nov cme to the transfer of the mombers of the Kornstahlhely, 


Are those mombers of the Stahlhelm over 357 
Thesmanbers of the Stahlhilm frm 35 to 45 years of age were put 
together within the SA as SA Reserve I in Noverber 1933. 
. Whose order was responsible far thot? 
å. ihat was by order of Roehm on the basis of the dircetives in June 
and July 1933. 
Q. And where cid the order ° ae and July 1933 you just mentioned 
enanate from? 
The original orders cane from Hitler. 
Was therevalso an order to from an SA Reserve II? 
There was supposed to be formed an SA Reserve II consisting of men 
above 45, but it never got farther than to register then, 
Now SA Reserve was transferred into the Si? 


| 
LOS ¢ 
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i. When was it? 

By order of Rochm 25 January 1934. 

Did you attempt to dis: L-cween Hitler and Roehm which took 
place at the Kaiscrhof on the 22nd or 23rd of January 1934? 

Yes, It wasn't at the conference, however, it was before the 
dinner that Rocha ond Hitler had a discussion. 

Q. Did Rocha report to Hislter the already cmcluded transfer of 
Kernstahlheln? 

Yes, Rochm reprts Hitler the transfer of the Kernstahlhela 
into the SA Reserve I within the Si. 

Did a special corder cf Hitler cunfirm this transfer? 

On the 25th of January of the same year, this order was pmt in 
writing and also its manner of execution. 

Q. Dic this crder evoke the impression that the Kernstahlheln 
already had been transferrec into the Si? 
the concluded the transfer of the Kernstahlhela into the 
wes merely forr-ltti-~ .y way of written orders, 
id this formal inserticn which is what I should like to 
; monbers of the Kernstahlhelh into the SA take place? 

It took several months; from the enc of February until the end 
Of Amril, 

What were the exterior signs of this insertion? 

In my Landes District Hockland, the order wis executed according 
to the way Roehm had issued it. The menbers of the Sa Reserve I fran 35 
to 45 years transferred into the SA. 

My question was mde different, that I wentec to know was whether 
the manbers of the Kernstahlhelm were called up for a roll call and that 
then these people were told: "Now hou are transferred", 

A. Within my Lences Association there were diffcrent ways in which 
it was hhndled. Certain formations had a kind of aon impressive transfer, 
others merely had a roll call and the order was read, but everybody knew 


from now on, I am in the Sa, 
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whether he approved of the transfer, 


i. True? I have discussed it vith the comrades but nobody œula 


do anything against this order, 
Did the comrades approve of this transfer? Did they like ths 
transfer? 
No. one executed this order g lady, The comrades would have pro- 
ferred to romain in the Stahlheln, 
Q. ihat was the mental attitude of the members of both the Wehr and 
. the KurnstahlLhelm toward the NSDAP after they wore transferred? 
These transferred comrades, of @mursey, roaainec set in their 
oposition against the NSDAP and its claiia to totality. 
Q. Cen you testify to that on the basis of jour own observetions, 
con t he basis of discussions of ve-*2in othor mom 
I can testify to that on the basis of my own observations and 
also on the cbserveti.ns with - ciscussion of my comraces and into this 
wer I have rctoinec ny cunnection with the caumraces so that I am very 
ware of their .ttituce and morale, 
Con you say anything about the Rocha Putsch? What wos the 
atbituce of the Sthlhclm group toward the Rochu Putsch? 
On the afternoon before the actual Rocha Putsch took place 
in July of 1933 or 1934, I heard from a Stahlhelm comrade who had : 
become a Reichswehr officw, that the SA had assumbled at the Ober- 
weisenfcld anc that the Reichswehr hed been put in a state of alarm 
from the archives, I immediately drove to the Lanccsleitung and I 
orcdured a state of alarm for the Stahlhelm Associction. 


For what purpose? 
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Q What happened to 


inportant 


r h a 
ue 


A : 
assumin’ 


‘far in the largest part of cases, 


reecive 


Q 


an Si 
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perso 


his cory 


ap t+) arte Ag - 
without am 
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1 upon his intention to 
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excluded 


of such exclusion?: 


aon 


man, in particular a Stahlheli member; was 


or 


record, if he was a civil scrvice employee, 
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that he had becn excluded 
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> SA Resorve #1, in later years, 
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con 
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solved after 
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vivon the rank and no bricade or no standard was actually civen to then to 
thoy thousht we would be i od with thats 
ine RASULOV: What rank did the witness havo? 
THS WITNESS; is to becono Oversturmbannfuchrer, but I was to 
Ladoo 
iM. RASULOV: 
THE VITNSSSs ) be transi q i and the ranks 
be correct to e.i Ur. as y the old SA mon had the 


functicns of the hirher ranks reserved for thorsolves' 
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4. With very few exceptions s the higher ranks were given to the SA- 
Fuehrer, who came from the SA itself, I myself know only of the case of 
Juettner, Siebel, and Count Puccklere Those according to my knowledge, were 
the only Stahlhelm menrbers who had higher ranks and simultaneously fulfilled 
higher functionse 

Q Last question. One witness is -llered to have said that cencrally 
the Stahlhelm members joined the SA gladly and voluntarily. What do you say 
to that? 

A If myone makes a ‘statement like that, it is falsification -- simply 
falsification., Never did the Stahlheln members gladly accept the transfer into 
the SA, because they were members of the Stahlhelm and wished to remain such. 

I know a young comrade -- young man of 22 -- in Munich who shot himself, because 
he was desperate, because he was not able to cet out of the SA. 


Mp 


Me RASUMOV: Why didntt they want to be transferred into the SA -= the 
Stahlhelm? 

THE WITNE Because training of the Stahlhelm was entirely different 
from that of the Sie This Stahlhelm, in particular, did not want to know anything 
about the totality of the Sie 

Q There is no doubt that some of them might have gone into the SA 
gladly -= you won't argue that? 

A. Quite the contrary. I knew very well that some of the others by 
reason of certain idealisms of the Party and- SA gladly joined the Sh. Others, 
however, there were only a few, expected to better the situation and expected 
to derive certain advantages from ite I have as former Landes leader of the 
Stahlhelm not the slightest interest in representing these gentilenene However, 
my old comrades in the Stahlhelm, that was a different matter, 

Q But you say that by far the greatest part of the Stahlhelm went into 
the SA under pressure and by compulsion and under deceit? 


A Yes e 


Is that true also of the VWehrstahlhelm? 


À It is true of the Werhstahlhelm, as well as of the older members, 
Dite KIZFISCH: No further questions. 


MRe RASUMOVs Cole Griffith Jones? 


os ser 
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GROSS EXAMINATION 
BY LT. COL. GRIFFITH JONES: 

Q I just want you to help :2 c> . can be perfectly clear about the 
structure of the Stahlhelm. Ve have the Kernstahlhelm, which I understand 
consisted of war soldiers over 34 years old == last War soldiers over 34 years 
old? 

4 Yese 

Q What was the strength of the Kernstahlheln when it was taken over 


Si? 


Approximately 450,000. 


Now that _Kernstahlhelm was not part of the Wehrstahlhelm at all? 


A Noe May I perhaps be permitted to repeat the structurce Jungstahl- 
helm plus sport fornation equal Wehrstahlhein up to 35th year. 
Q What happenec to Jungstahlheln and sport formations after they had 


reached the ace of 357 


Accordingto the directive they could go back again into the Kernstahl- 


helm, but if they were in the SA never ‘cimitted to cet out of theree 
Now, in addition therefore to the Kernstahlhelm and Wehrstahnlhelm 
the Scharnhorst? 
Scharnhorst were the young people who later on were to become Stahl- 
people. 

Q Now in 1933, can you tell me the number if the Scharnhorst, the Jung- 
stahlhelm, and the sports fo ion? 

A Ofcourse, I can!t give to you exactly for the Scharnhorst, but I 
should think about half a million -- thatts my estimate. There is another half 
million for the Wehrstahlhelm members who were transferred into the Sie 

Q That being the members of the Jun;stahlheln and sports formation? 

A Yes, togethers 

Q Were the members of the sports formation quite separate from the 
members of the Jumgstahlheim or did they overlap? 

A There was a matter of separation by agee The Jungstahlhelm people 
were up to 22, and they were apprentices in becoming Stahlhelm; vhereas, the 
sports formation people were Stahlhelm mene 

Q Now, I want you totell me about the SA as opposed to the Stahlhelm. 


2703 





17 ayaa}. HMM 
H1029 -0043 


-0 

Were the members of the Stahlhelm opposed to the transfer to the Si partly 
because they disapproved of the SA as an organization? 

À The entire SA organization was found very unsympathetic by the 
Stahlhelm recplee We wanted to be Stahlhelm people and not SA mene 

Q Yese I appreciate that you wanted to remain Stahlhelm, but in 
addition to that had you any other objections to the SA, either on account of 
its policy or its behavior or for any other reason? 


A That was a part of it. Even before the SA played an important roll, 


they were against the SA, which always wanted to be a political organization 


and did not put so much weicht on sports and things like thate 


Q Were there any particular actions or policies of the SA to which you 
took objection? 
A At that time, no doubt, not yetə 


Q When did you take objection to the SA on account of their policies or 


such not at all any moree I personally, of course, 
en Situations 
What part did the SA take in the Jewish problem? What was the part 
hey played to which you objected personally? 
A That the SA did not want to have mything to dowith the Jews and 
wanted the Jews to be considered soc-vd class. 
Q But you said you objected to the policy or actions of the Si in 
respect to the Jews? 
à No doubt the comrades too s Who were transferred into the SA, did not 
tpprove of such thingse 
IR. RASUMOV: The prosecution and I would like to know and foryou to 
tell us what were the specific features of the SA, because of which the Stahl- 
hela was opposed to this. You don't answer directly to the question put by 
the prosecutione 
41 In the years 1933 or before, 
Q Up until 193)? 
IR. RASUMOV: ‘hat were the basic features --the most specific features? 
A The pure totality which SA party claimed for themselves that only they 


ad the right to call themselves Germans and representing Germany e 
270) 





July JielpWinkler 
Q They were, were they not, and still dealing up to 1934, they behaved 
nerally with considerable violence to anybody who was opposed to them during 
up to 193k? 
Yes, no doubte 

Q Was that consistently done and done throughout every district in 
Germany, throughout those years, violence against anybody who opposed them? 

A As far as Itve heard, yese The system was first sweets anc then 

he whipe 

lite RASUUOV: That was à cencral policy of the SA? 

THE WITHNSS: Yese 

Q and a general practice of its members? 

is the way the Stahlhelm members felte 
RASUNOV: Dp you know, witness,many people who cot the sweets and 
the whip? 
Our Stahlhelm comrades are the exarple for thate First 
of promises and then ue promises were not kepte 
HOV: And what about the ship? 
WITNESS: When they wanted to get out, they were either excluded 
entirely or not permitted to loaves 

Q Iwant to ask you about afterl93 -- after the Roehm Pytsche Did 
their practice and policy of violence continue? 

A fcainst the Stahlhelm -- no doubte 

Q Yes. I was dealing against not only the Stahlhelm, but against any 
opposition to their views within Germanys 

AÀ The only important enemy, which after the Roehm Putsch, was still 

in Germany, was just the Stahlhelm, 

Q There were also the Jewse Did the SA take an active part in the 
persecution of the Jews after 193)? 

A As far as Itve been told stories -- yese I myself sow the looting of 
shops in Munich, but whether that wes “oy by order or whether it originated 
with individuals, I cannot saye 

Q Can you give me any other examples of violence or looting or my other 
fora of persecution, which you know of, committed by the SA against the Jews 


after 193k? 


vm 
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à I-cannot attthis tine recall any case. 


Q Would it be right to say that generally speaking throughout those 


years, after 1934, the SA continued a systematic persecution of Jewish pecple 


in Germany? 


ih 


I do not wish to say without reservation of the SA. It was a Party 
as Suche 


Q And the SA was, as the last witness describes it, an executive 


branch of the Partye You'll agree with that? 





eke MNO 


That is corrict, but efter the Roehm Futsch the outstancing sig 


g= 
vificance which it had before, ha:t been lost ecnsletely. The peonle were 
23 i ES a 


afraid of the SS, but no longer of the She 


But in their less impcrtant rell, cic they continue the policy an 
i 3 a i 


practice thet they hac been carrying out before the persecution of the Jews? 


å There is no coubte 


Cne cther former opposition which the Farty had were the churches. 


Do you knew of any incicents of thoi _crsecuting in any form thechurches 


Pa 


or members -f the churches, or the clergy? 


a 


4& Wyself I cannot recall. or observe anything like thet while I was 


presante However, I heard of it = how true it is, I don't know. 


Now, cne further matter I want to ask you sboute You yourself were 


the senior archive councillor in iiunich.e Is that correct? 


Yes, at that time I wes archive councillor. 


f -A A Agr Ay sweet 
Anc nad you remarne [í 


' as such up until the cnd ofthe 


In the year 1937, the Bavarian Wer archives were taken over as th 


>] 


yray archives in Munich. 


Were the positicns that you were hciding threvghout these years 


end of the year the positionsof a civil servant? 


I'm still working as a civil servante 


your position now? 


TNESS: Senior archive councillor. 


inc. through-ut the whole of that time, you never became a member of 


the Party, anc ycu never became a member of any farty ofcanization? 


Jo you knew of other civil servants who have retained their posi- 


anc thorc I know civil servants who worked, andwho dic not 
l nc Party memberse In my archive it was too 


NCC OK 


well known that I did not 


want to cntcer the Party, and my other comrades di not become 


members e 
COLONEL JONES: Thank yous 


MRe RLSUMOV; No further questions? 


COLe JONES: No, sire 





17 July 19hsemn2-2 UAN NOON MT 
H1029 -0047 


Re RASUMOV: Col Orlow? 

COL. ORLOW: No questionse 

DR. KEEFISCH: Some very fow qucstionSe 

RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION 
KLEFISCHs 

How many members dic + 2 “u.ulhelm have at the beginning of 1934? 
Voy I put the questi n a little differente How many members did the Stahlhelm 
have at the time of the seizure of power? 

approximately a million and a half by estimatce 

You now said that a half million were taken over by the Hitler 

werc in the Scharnhorst? 

I cid not include Scharnherst inthe million and 


an? a half million without Scharnhorst? 
Out of a million and a half, how many came intothe Sh by way of 


My estimite - 100, 
So there were one million lefte Out of that one million, how many 
the Si Rescrve #1 from the Kernstahlheln? 


On the basis of a revort sd February 1934, 42,000. 


After February 193), weren't there a great many of Stahlhelm people 


itionally into the SA Reserve #17 
A I do not believe that this figure his been enlargcce uite the 
conbrarye I should like that not even the whole 42,000 men were transferred. 
So thatmeans probably that the 442,000 Stahlhclm members were 


‘wy 


registered? 
å Roehm asked for report of those Stahlhelm membess who were 
transferred into the SA. 
So ther. werc still approximately a half million inanbers of the 
Stahlhelm who were not transferred. Were those the Stahlhelm members above 
Ls 
That is righte There were half a million left over h45, or physically 


yr Wer wouncede 
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and these older Stahlhelm members = they were not transferred by 


arder into the SA? 


Noe 


One last question. You stated that in your opinion the Si cone 


tinued to participate in the pcorsccution of the Jews ancchurches. Did you 


want to say that thẹ” Si, as an orgmization or thesupreme leadership or the 


cmbership, or anly individual members participated in that? 


nom 
A 
It is my opinion that individual Si men have committed accesses, but the 


groat mass consisted cf farmers and kind, decant peoplee 


IT. COL. SRIFFITH JONES: 


woncer if vüe or two questions on these figures, only 


b, because it wasn't altogother the same 


Klefisch asked him? 
Dite KLEFiSCH: Yese 


M iSUMOVe Yese 


rui e 


BY COL GRIFFITH JONES: 


Witness, u tole us that the Scharnhorst consisted of 


miliione 


they went into the Hitler Youth? 


hey were transferred the Hitler Youth. 


mection with the order the end of June or 


July 19336 


„iing to co with the SA? 


only the Hitler Youth. 


the Wehrstahlhelm hac a half million, 


o the Kernstahlhelm h^d a half million. 


and tnst 


The SA Reserve #1 had a half million. 


Itm not talking about the Så Reserve. You did in answer to me a 


y that the Wehrstahihelm were a half million strong, and 


a VM 
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the Kernstahlhelm, well in f2ct, you gave 450, 000 stronge 


Si Reservere #1 was 1l:2,0006 


Thet's what I wanted to clear upe So thatthe position is really 


That cut of the Stahlhelm of all kin’s you had 12,000 to go into the 


e l from the Kernstahlhclna? 


xm the Weh ahlhelm into tbl 
fron th hrstahlhelm into the 
Yas; Thank yous sire 
I want to emphasize one more pointe You did not 
er in a proper way to the prosecution the following question. You told 


us that every’ a civil servant, were not a Farty 


v 


‘becom civil serva 


tell me 


CLIYCUMSTE 


Col. Griffith Jone 
the Tehrstahlhelin the’ 
the *ernstahlbelm and from the 
Kernetahlheln ab O were transferred into the Si Reserve #1. 


aheale sht ~ 


beut a half million left which:cre not transferred into the Si. 





17 July 19S6rR-5 
this half million ecnsisted of the ©? or Stahlhelm pecple above 5, and 
there was an creer issued for these olcer Stahlhelm people to be trans&crred 
to the Si, so that on the basis of order those who were transferred into 
the Si were actually transferred thene 

PR. RASUMOV: Cole Crlcw, have you any questicns? 

COL. ORIO: No further questions. 

ie RASULOV: No further questions. The witnessmay be excused. 
There eing no further witnesses the Com:tission will adjourne 

A‘jouwrmned 1510 hourse 
The foregsin- is a true and correct transcript of the testimony of 
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